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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Listing of the claims: 

Following is a listing of all claims in the present application, which listing 
supersedes all previously presented claims: 

Claims 1-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) An information recording system for recording a 
data structure on a recording medium, the data structure comprising: 

a record information area having record information, a first identifying information 
area having first identifying information, and a second identifying information area 
having second identifying information, wh e r ei n the record information including i nc l ud e s 
1) a plurality of first information units, 2) one or more second information units x each of 
which contains one or more first information units and 3) one or more third information 
units A each of which contains one or more first information units, 

wherein the first identifying information corresponds to each of the one or more 
second information units and indicates whether a corresponding second information unit 
is in a logically erased state, af*4 

wherein the second identifying information corresponds to each of the one or 
more third information units and indicates whether erasing or editing of a corresponding 
third information unit is allowable , and 

wherein, when one of the first identifying information and the second identifying 
information is changed, the other of the first identifying information and the second 
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identifying information changes relative to and in response to the change in the one of 
the first identifying information and the second identifying information . 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Previously Presented) The information recording system according to 
claim 9, wherein the second identifying information indicates whether a corresponding 
third information unit is to be protected. 

12. (Currently Amended) An information recording system for recording a 
data structure on a recording medium, the data structure comprising: 

a record information area having record information, a first identifying information 
area having first identifying information, and a second identifying information area 
having second identifying information, wh e r ei n the record information including i nc l ud e s 
one or more information units and one or more third information units which can be set 
by a user, 

wherein the first identifying information corresponds to each of the one or more 
information units and indicates whether a corresponding second information unit is in a 
logically erased state, and wh e r ei n the second identifying information corresponds to 
each of the one or more third information units and indicates whether erasing or editing 
of a corresponding third information unit is allowable , and 

wherein, when one of the first identifying information and the second identifying 
information is changed, the other of the first identifying information and the second 
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identifying information changes relative to and in response to the change in the one of 
the first identifying information and the second identifying information . 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The information recording system according to 
claim 12, wherein the second identifying information indicates whether a corresponding 
third information unit is to be protected. 

15. (Currently Amended) An information recording method comprising the 
steps of: 

recording record information on a recording medium , the record information 
including 1) a plurality of first information units, 2) one or more second information units, 
each of which contains one or more first information units and 3) one or more third 
information units, each of which contains one or more first information units ; 

recording first identifying information on the recording medium; and 

recording second identifying information on the recording medium; 

wh e r ei n th e r e cord i nformat i on i nclud e s 1) a plura li ty of f i rst informat i on un i ts, 2) 
on e or mor e s e cond i nform a t i on un i ts e ach of which cont ai ns on e or mor e f i rst 
i nformat i on un i ts and 3) on e or mor e th i rd informat i on un i ts e ach of which conta i ns on e 
or mor e first informat i on un i ts, 

wherein the first identifying information corresponds to each of the one or more 
second information units and indicates whether a corresponding second information unit 
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is in a logically erased state, and wh e r ei n the second identifying information 
corresponds to each of the one or more third information units and prevents erasing or 
editing of a corresponding third information unit , and 

wherein, when one of the first identifying information and the second identifying 
information is changed, the other of the first identifying information and the second 
identifying information changes relative to and in response to the change in the one of 
the first identifying information and the second identifying information . 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Previously Presented) The information recording method according to 
claim 15, wherein the second identifying information indicates whether a corresponding 
third information unit is to be protected. 

18. (Currently Amended) An information recording method comprising the 
steps of: 

recording record information on a recording medium , the record information 
including one or more information units and one or more third information units, which 
can be set by a user ; 

recording first identifying information on the recording medium; and 

recording second identifying information on the recording medium; 

wh e r e in th e r e cord i nformation i nc l ud e s on e or mor e i nformat i on un i ts and on e or 
mor e third i nformat i on units wh i ch can b e s e t by a us e r, 
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wherein the first identifying information corresponds to each of the one or more 
information units and indicates whether a corresponding second information unit is in a 
logically erased state, and wh e r e in the second identifying information corresponds to 
each of the one or more third information units and prevents erasing or editing of a 
corresponding third information unit , and 

wherein, when one of the first identifying information and the second identifying 
information is changed, the other of the first identifying information and the second 
identifying information changes relative to and in response to the change in the one of 
the first identifying information and the second identifying information . 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Previously Presented) The information recording method according to 
claim 18, wherein the second identifying information indicates whether a corresponding 
third information unit is to be protected. 

21. (Currently Amended) An information recording medium encoded with a 
data structure; wherein the data structure comprises: 

record information including 1) a plurality of first information units, 2) one or more 
second information units each of which contains one or more first information units and 
3) one or more third information units each of which contains one or more first 
information units, 
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first identifying information corresponding to each of the one or more second 
information units and indicating whether a corresponding second information unit is in a 
logically erased state, and 

second identifying information corresponding to each of the one or more third 
information units and indicating whether erasing or editing of a corresponding third 
information unit is allowable., 

wherein, when one of the first identifying information and the second identifying 
information is changed, the other of the first identifying information and the second 
identifying information changes relative to and in response to the change in the one of 
the first identifying information and the second identifying information . 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Previously Presented) The information recording medium according to 
claim 21, wherein the second identifying information indicates whether a corresponding 
third information unit is to be protected. 

24. (Currently Amended) An information recording computer readable 
medium encoded with a data structure, wherein the data structure comprises: 

record information including one or more information units and one or more third 
information units, which can be set by a userfMI; 
first identifying information; and 
second identifying information^;]] 
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wh e r e in tho record i nformat i on i nc l ud e s on o or mor e i nformat i on un i ts and on e or 
mor e third i nformat i on un i ts which can b e s e t by a usor, 

wherein the first identifying information corresponds to each of the one or more 
information units and indicates whether a corresponding second information unit is in a 
logically erased state, and wh e r ei n the second identifying information corresponds to 
each of the one or more third information units and indicates whether erasing or editing 
of a corresponding third information unit is allowable , and 

wherein, when one of the first identifying information and the second identifying 
information is changed, the other of the first identifying information and the second 
identifying information changes relative to and in response to the change in the one of 
the first identifying information and the second identifying information . 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Previously Presented) The information recording medium according to 
claim 24, wherein the second identifying information indicates whether a corresponding 
third information unit is to be protected. 

27. (Currently Amended) An information recording system for recording a 
data structure on a recording medium, comprising: 

means for recording record information of the data structure on a recording 
medium, the record information including (1) one or more first information units, (2) one 
or more second information units, each of which contains one or more first information 
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units, and (3) one or more third information units, each of which contains one or more 
first information units; 

means for recording first identifying information on the recording medium, the first 
identifying information being related to each of the first information units and including a 
first data protect flag that prevents erasing or editing of a corresponding first information 
unit; and 

means for recording second identifying information on the recording medium, the 
second identifying information being related to each of the third information units and 
including a second data protect flag that prevents erasing or editing of a corresponding 
third information unit, 

wherein the first identifying information indicates whether a corresponding 
second information unit is in a logically erased state , and 

wherein, when one of the first identifying information and the second identifying 
information is changed, the other of the first identifying information and the second 
identifying information changes relative to and in response to the change in the one of 
the first identifying information and the second identifying information . 

28. (Previously Presented) The information recording system according to 
claim 27, wherein the first data protect flag prevents erasing of the corresponding first 
information unit and the second data protect flag prevents erasing of the corresponding 
third information unit. 



TECH/480802. 1 



-9- 



U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/492,009 
Attorney Docket No. 107156-09069 

29. (Previously Presented) The information recording system according to 
claim 27, wherein the first data protect flag prevents editing of the corresponding first 
information unit and the second data protect flag prevents editing of the corresponding 
third information unit. 

30. (Currently Amended) An information recording system for recording a 
data structure on a recording medium, comprising: 

means for recording record information of the data structure on a recording 
medium, the record information including one or more first information units and one or 
more second information units, each of which can be set by a user; 

means for recording first identifying information on the recording medium, the first 
identifying information being related to each of the first information units and including a 
first data protect flag that prevents erasing or editing of a corresponding first information 
unit; and 

means for recording second identifying information on the recording medium, the 
second identifying information being related to each of the second information units and 
including a second data protect flag that prevents erasing or editing of a corresponding 
second information unit, 

wherein the first identifying information indicates whether a corresponding 
second information unit is in a logically erased state , and 

wherein, when one of the first identifying information and the second identifying 
information is changed, the other of the first identifying information and the second 
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identifying information changes relative to and in response to the change in the one of 
the first identifying information and the second identifying information , 

31. (Previously Presented) The information recording system according to 
claim 30, wherein the first data protect flag prevents erasing of the corresponding first 
information unit and the second data protect flag prevents erasing of the corresponding 
second information unit. 

32. (Previously Presented) The information recording system according to 
claim 30, wherein the first data protect flag prevents editing of the corresponding first 
information unit and the second data protect flag prevents editing of the corresponding 
second information unit. 
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